6. (NEW) A key system for equipment operation, the key system comprising: 
an ID card for storing ID date; 

ID storage mechanism, other than the ID card, for maintaining stored ID data; 

coincidence determination mechanism for ascertaining whether or not the ID data 
stored in the ID card and the ID data stored in the ID storage mechanisms coincide with each 
other; 

a mechanical key; 

a mechanical key switch for being enabled by mechanism of the mechanical key; 
operation enabling mechanism for enabling the mechanical key switch without the 
mechanical key; and 

control mechanism for controlling the equipment operation, the control mechanism 
enabling the equipment operation (1) when the mechanical key switch is enabled by the 
mechanical key as well as the coincidence determination mechanism ascertains coincidence 
of the ID data stored in the ID card and the stored ID data maintained in the ID storage 
mechanisms, and (2) when the operation enabling mechanisms is actuated to enable the 
equipment operation solely by the ID card where the coincidence determination mechanism 
ascertains coincidence of the ID data stored in the ID card and the stored ID card maintained 
in the ID storage mechanism. 

7. (NEW) The key system for a lock mechanism activated by at least one of an ID card 
and a mechanical key, the key system comprising: 

ID signal receiving mechanismsfor receiving ID output signals transmitted from the 

c 

ID card; 

ID extracting mechanism for extracting ID card data from ID output signals received 
by the ID signal receiving mechanism; 

ID storage mechanism for maintaining stored ID data; 

coincidence determination mechanism for ascertaining whether or not there is stored 
ID data coinciding with the ID card data extracted by the ID extracting mechanism; 
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a mechanical key switch having a port for receiving the mechanical key, the 
mechanical key switch controlled by an operation enabling mechanism permitting operation of 
the key switch; 

the key system further comprises a first mode and a second mode, in the first mode 
the mechanical key is received in the mechanical key switch port and the ID signal receiving 
mechanism received ID output signals transmitted from the ID card and where the coincidence 
determination mechanism ascertains coincidence of the stored ID data and the extracted ID 
card data the operation enabling mechanism is actuated to enable operation of the mechanical 
key switch; and 

in the second mode the operation enabling mechanism is actuated solely by the ID 
card wherein the ID signal receiving mechanism receives ID output signals transmitted from the 
ID card and where the coincidence determination mechanism ascertains coincidence of the 
stored ID data and the extracted ID card data, the operation enabling mechanism is actuated 
to enable operation of the mechanical key switch without the mechanical key. 

8. (NEW) The key system for a lock mechanism as set forth in claim 7 further 
comprising a master ID card wherein the key system is selected to be operated in one the first 
and second mode by setting the mechanical key switch to an operation mode selection position 
and the ID signal receiving mechanisms receives the master ID card data transmitted from the 
master ID card and where the coincidence determination mechanism ascertains coincidence 
of the master ID card and the stored master ID card one of the first and second mode is 
selected. 

9. (NEW) The key system for a lock mechanism as set forth in claim 8, wherein the 
mechanical key switch receives the mechanical key to enable setting of the mechanical key 
switch to the operation mode selection position. 
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